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NEWS RELEASE
October 2, 2010

TELUS builds homes for the homeless, works with 
young children during annual TELUS Day of Service

Manila, Philippines - Today, more than 1,000 TELUS International Philippines (TIP) team members took on five important community projects during the company’s largest-ever TELUS Day of Service (TDOS) in the Philippines. 

“Corporate social responsibility, including a strong focus on volunteerism, is an integral part of TELUS’ culture and values,” said Jeffrey Puritt, President of TELUS International. “Since 2007, more than 2,700 team members have volunteered more than 22,000 hours of service right here in Manila, doing important work like building homes, river clean-up and teaching children. This demonstrates the selfless spirit TELUS team members display on a regular basis, embodying our commitment to give where we live.”

TELUS, one of Canada’s leading telecom companies and the parent company of TELUS International, holds TELUS Day of Service at all of its operations around the world. The company lives up to its brand promise, “the future is friendly,” not just in the hearts and minds of its customers, team members and stakeholders, but also within the people of the communities where it lives, works and serves. 

At this year’s TELUS Day of Service in the Philippines, two simultaneous programs were held for Gawad Kalinga – one in the nearly completed TELUS-GK Village in Tandang Sora, the other in the second village TELUS and Gawad Kalinga are building, Kasama Ka in Batasan Hills. Numerous activities took place in both villages, such as house construction and painting, medical missions, clean-up drives, lectures on healthy living, and livelihood sessions. Several prominent guests attended the event at TELUS-GK Village in Batasan Hills, including the Ambassador of Canada to the Philippines Christopher Thornley, Trade Commissioner of Canada to the Philippines Andrew Smith, Quezon City Vice-Mayor Joy Belmonte and GK founder Tony Meloto. 

Through the years, TELUS has significantly contributed to GK’s cause, building a total of 51 homes and a three-story multi-purpose hall in its first village. TIP volunteers visit the community every weekend to work with the residents. TELUS has committed to build a second village, hoping to replicate the success it has had, and provide hope to more families in need.  

For its third TDOS event this year, another team of TELUS volunteers spent the day at the Bantay Bata Village in Norzagaray, Bulacan, where they played games and gave treats to the children. TELUS sends team members to the village every Easter, as well as invites the children over to one of its sites every Christmas. 

TELUS also made its presence felt in the Bayan Ni Juan resettlement site in Calauan, Laguna, as part of its commitment to Bantay Kalikasan. TELUS volunteers had a busy day painting houses, planting trees, building playgrounds, and conducting sports activities. TELUS has been instrumental in the relocation of 1,217 families, who were previously living along Pasig River, to this new resettlement site. Working with BK, TELUS hopes to completely revive the Pasig River.  

Aside from Laguna, TELUS also sent volunteers to Estero de Paco, where they initiated river clean up drives. Part of the activity for the day also included a riverbank beautification project where team members painted a 20 feet x 5 feet mural.

About TELUS International Philippines, Inc.:
TELUS International Philippines, Inc. is a leading Philippine-based provider of contact center and business process outsourcing solutions. It is a subsidiary of TELUS Communications, a leading national telecommunications company in Canada, with $9.6 billion of annual revenue and 12 million customer connections including 6.7 million wireless subscribers, 3.8 million wireline network access lines and 1.2 million Internet subscribers. For more information about TELUS, please visit telusinternational.com.
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